Introduction
That some groups of homosexual men have much higher rates of syphilis than heterosexual men is well established.' -3 Sexually active homosexual men visiting saunas seem to be especially at risk.48 For this reason a pilot study was conducted among 318 homosexual men visiting two saunas in Amsterdam in August 1979 , in which serological evidence of previous infection with Treponema pallidum was found in 34% 9 .
We decided to continue screening for syphilis in two bars and two saunas in Amsterdam to detect cases of untreated syphilis. Visitors to these locations were selected as contact tracing indicated they were a major source of syphilis. Cases of syphilis were referred to different physicians for further treatment.
Subjects and methods

STUDY POPULATION
The study population was as described in the pilot study. One-third (524/1627) of the participants of the study had a positive TPHA test result. This was the only positive serological finding in 279 men, of whom 215 volunteered a history of syphilis. The TPHA has been evaluated in a number of studies and is highly specific and sensitive for the detection of treated and untreated cases of syphilis. 10- 13 We, therefore assumed that the isolated positive TPHA results in sera of 279 patients were not biological false-positive reactions. Thus, 32-2% (524/1627) of the participants in the study were seroreactive for syphilis. This is in accordance with the findings of our pilot study. 9 The VDRL slide test has been evaluated by Notowicz 
